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Leaving less trace. New methodologies in the treatment of art on paper
Daria Keynan, Daria K. Conservation, LLC, NYC, NY

In practicing conservation of modern and contemporary art on paper, we are often confronted with the
limitations of conventional paper conservation techniques when applied to artwork executed in non-
traditional methods and materials.

Over the past few years the use of Polysaccharide rigid gels and new aqueous systems, in combination
or by themselves, has been an increasingly important addition to our practice, enabling us to address
condition issues previously left untreated and improving tradition treatment approaches.

These systems are based on the use of agarose gel, pH & conductivity adjusted waters, and various
chelator, used together or separately in order to achieve targeted cleaning and stain reduction while
limiting and controlling the effects of water based treatment on the art work.

This paper proposes to offer a brief introduction to the system itself as well as illustrate through case
studies the range, flexibility, and versatility of this working methodology.
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